
 

Art in Action is a nonprofit organization dedicated since 1982 to bringing visual arts education to 

the classroom. Art in Action fosters the educational development and creativity of children 

across America through innovative visual arts programs and communities. We believe that a 

quality art education is critical for every student’s preparation for success in the 21st century, and 

we actively assist schools in implementing a comprehensive, standards-based visual art program. 

The Art in Action Program enriches the lives of thousands of students each year in public and 

private schools and after school enrichment programs through an engaging, hands-on curriculum 

that teaches art history, art appreciation, and art techniques. Through the training and support of 

educators and volunteers, Art in Action seeks to make visual art an integral part of every 

student’s education. 

Volunteer Info for 2017-2018 

Coordinator -  Lesley Kirkendall:  lesibly@gmail.com  408-309-4667 (yes, you can text me) 

Access to the online lessons:  http://teach.artinaction.org/  

 Username:  payneART@gmail.com           Password:  3750gleason 

Training:  http://artinaction.org/training/   

*** Please sign-up for training NOW if you have not already done so!  There are a limited 
number of classes remaining.  And, allow an hour + to get to Menlo Park if you are not 
carpooling! *** 

Training Webinar:  http://teach.artinaction.org/documentation/training/  

If you are unable to make it to live training, please watch your grade level webinar.  This is a 
good overview of all the lessons and the website.  (Click on Video Webinars from the link.) 

Schedule:  You will be leading and/or assisting with art lessons during your child’s 50 minute 
STEAM lab.  Please allow 20-30 minutes beforehand to set-up and at least 15 minutes 
afterwards to clean-up. 

STEAM Lab:  Room 9.  Class is in session Monday through Friday, all day.  Therefore, when you 
set-up and/or clean-up, you will be overlapping with someone else’s class.  Please be respectful 
of their class time and try not to be too disruptive.   

Calendar:  Please discuss with your child’s teacher the exact days and times for art.  Lessons 
will be approximately once a month, but scheduling is flexible.   
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Welcome!   

Most of us are not artists.  We are here because we have a love for art and a passion for sharing 
it with students.  Keys to success as an art docent include being enthusiastic, encouraging, 
non-judgmental, and always willing to try something new.  And, being well prepared!   

Art is extremely important for our students.  It gives them a chance to be open-minded and 
away from the usual limits of the classroom.  Art allows students to use their creativity and 
imagination.  It also helps to develop a sense of self-worth and self-confidence.   

*****  Have fun!  The kids are happy to have you!  *****   

Planning for the Lesson: 

 Prepare for the lesson before class using the Online Lessons (start at least 3 days ahead of 
time).  PRINT TEACHING NOTES to use during class! 

 Thoroughly familiarize yourself with the website! 

 Make a sample – this will be extremely helpful to you!  It will give you a sense of what to 
expect and what could go wrong.  (Optional but worth it!) 

 Some notes/tips from Art in Action (not all of it will apply to us):  
http://teach.artinaction.org/documentation/teaching-a-lesson/  

 Note that we are exclusively using online resources to teach the lessons (we will display the 
masterpiece on the document camera, not on poster boards as seen in training).  Also, we 
can do our demo using the document camera (projector) rather than holding the sample up 
in front of the class (also seen in training).   

 If there is more than one docent for your child’s class (lucky you!), chat ahead of time and 
decide who will do what. 

Materials: 

All materials needed for the lessons are located in the STEAM Lab, along the back wall (and 
only along the back wall – everything else in the room is not art related).   

Displaying the Projects: 

You are welcome (and encouraged) to display projects in the library (and possibly in the office).  
Please let me know if you are interested and I will hook you up!  We also have our art show at 
open house in May (please remind teachers to save all the art and not send it home).  

This is a commitment!   

Please note that you are committing yourself to the whole school year (barring illness, etc.).  If 
you don’t show up, or you are late, your child’s whole class suffers.  Unless arranged ahead of 
time, you are expected to teach all of the lessons throughout the year.   

 

Please contact me with ANY questions or suggestions!  Have a great art year!!! 
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